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reach the Rhine, and an empire uniting Christians, Jews, Turks,
and pagans would be established to end all empires.

CHRISTIAN   SOCIALISM
Ever since moneyed interests invaded the relations between
men, in the thirteenth century, people expected the coming of
the Anti-Christ. A learned pamphleteer asked the Emperor to
assume supreme power and prepare humanity for the Millen-
nium. Others called poverty a blessed state, and exalted com-
munal life as the natural social order. Contrary to modern
socialists, medieval Utopians did not look forward to the ma-
chine age, but backward to a Golden Age. They fought against
competition, capital, and everything the nineteenth century
was to call progress. Paracelsus subscribed to each of these ideas
and to their idealization of the past.
"Money is the Holy of Holies of the thieves. To take in-
terest is contrary to the commands of God, and the crowd of
merchants only disturbs peaceful intercourse of men. They
are useless and nefarious. . . . The gifts of Heaven, water,
and earth come from God; they ought to belong to the
poor." 2
More and more people, he thought, were being converted to his
Christian ideals, and "perhaps that which now is budding will
sprout into green herbs in time." However, what he regarded
as a hopeful new sprout stemmed from the Catholic doctrine.
Paracelsus was far from rejecting medieval society. Rather he
sought to restore its ideals. In his sermon on the social order, he
demanded common ownership of land, with periodical redis-
tribution, as prescribed in Deuteronomy, equality of wages in-
dependent of the accidents of natural talents, artisans' coopera-